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GREEN CHEMISTRY
In the biggest leap forward in chemicals policy in nearly two decades, AB 1879 and SB 509 will improve the health and safety of all Californians by providing the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) with the authority to control toxic substances in the consumer products that we come into contact with on a daily basis.  California agencies currently only have the authority to regulate a few chemicals in a few products.  AB 1879 and SB 509, the first, foundational steps of California’s Green Chemistry efforts, will authorize DTSC to identify, prioritize, evaluate and regulate any harmful chemicals in all consumer products and collect vital hazard and toxicity information on chemicals in commerce.  For the first time, our state’s scientists and regulators will have the authority and the information to protect public health and the environment from the harm these chemicals might cause.
AB 1879 - IDENTIFY, PRIORITIZE, EVALUATE, REGULATE

AB 1879 would commence an open, transparent regulatory framework, with input from all stakeholders, that will establish a process to identify and prioritize chemicals of concern.  AB 1879 would commence a parallel process that would evaluate alternatives to chemicals of concern and determine the best way to deal with those chemicals of concern in consumer products.  DTSC would be empowered to take any of the following actions:
1) Require product labeling;

2) Require additional information from the manufacturer;

3) Restrict the use of the chemical in the product;

4) Prohibit or ban the use of the chemical in the product;

5) Impose requirements to control access and limit exposure to the chemical;

6) Require producer responsibility programs for recycling or responsible disposal of the product containing the chemical;

7) Require the funding of Green Chemistry challenge grants to look for safer alternatives;

8) Any other outcome the department determines protects public health or the environment.

The bill would also set up a Green Ribbon Science Panel encompassing 15 different areas of scientific, engineering, health, and policy expertise to advise the department on technical matters relating to implementation of the program.

SB 509 – TOXICS INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE

SB 509 would ensure that information regarding the hazard traits, toxicological and environmental endpoints, and other vital data are available to the public, to businesses, and to regulators in a Toxics Information Clearinghouse.  This clearinghouse will help manufacturers make better decisions about the chemicals they use, help businesses make better decisions about the products they sell, and help consumers make better decisions about the products they buy.  Additionally, the evaluation of nontoxic alternatives to chemicals in commerce will benefit by the addition of information from ongoing efforts at the local, state, national, and international level regarding the hazards posed by dangerous chemicals.
A SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH

AB 1879 and SB 509 represent a rational, science-based approach to chemicals policy in the state of California.  They provide for ample public input, science-based identification and prioritization of hazards, and robust regulatory tools that can range from labeling a chemical’s presence in a product to an outright ban on its use.  The bills are supported by a broad coalition of environmental and public health groups, as well as business and industry groups.  They represent the culmination of stakeholder group discussions at both the legislative and executive levels.  These bills will ensure, for the first time, that our state will have robust and far-reaching authority to keep California’s families safe from the health consequences of hazardous chemicals in consumer products.
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