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September 27, 2011
The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor, State of California

Attn: Legislative Affairs – Request for Signature
State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: 916-558-3177
Re: AB 341 (Chesbro) – Jobs and Recycling – Request for Signature
Dear Governor Brown:
[Name of organization] urges your signature on AB 341 (by Assembly Member Wesley Chesbro), a landmark piece of legislation that will go beyond the limitations of California’s existing waste reduction policy framework by expanding recycling opportunities to California’s businesses and apartment buildings, developing a blueprint for diverting the material we send to landfills and incinerators, and spurring job creation.

Since the passage of AB 939, California has developed an extensive material collection and recycling infrastructure which has diverted millions of tons of materials from landfills to recycling and composting. In the process, we have created over 125,000 jobs through collection, processing and remanufacturing of recycled materials. However, the state’s recycling efforts have largely focused on single family residential collection and there remains significant low hanging fruit for diverting additional materials.
California businesses and apartment buildings continue to dispose of significant quantities of recyclable materials each year. Large office buildings, for instance, divert only 7% of their waste, far lower than the statewide recycling rate and, similarly, we continue to dispose of very high quantities of some readily recyclable materials, like 98% of the food waste we generate.  Disposing these recyclable and compostable materials is a drag on California’s economy, a significant waste of energy, and contributes to climate change. In fact, the Air Resources Board has focused on commercial recycling in its efforts to implement AB 32 because it will result in the reduction of 5 million metric tons of CO2 per year, nearly 3% of the total reductions identified in the Scoping Plan, while resulting in a cost savings to California’s businesses with a negative cost per ton of carbon reduced. 
Unlike many other policies that require the development of new technologies or fuels, recycling has a proven track record of cost-effectively reducing greenhouse gases, conserving resources and creating jobs. For these reason, we urge your signature on AB 341.

Sincerely,

Signature
[Name]
Cc: Gareth Elliot, Legislative Secretary
      Assembly Member Chesbro
