September 21, 2011

The Honorable Edmund “Jerry” Brown

Governor of California

Attn: Legislative Affairs – Request for Signature

State Capitol Building, Suite 1173

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  AB 341 (Chesbro) New Recycling Blueprint: Commercial Recycling & 75% – Request for Signature

Governor Brown,

I urge you to sign AB 341 (by Assembly Member Wesley Chesbro), a landmark piece of legislation that will go beyond the limitations of California’s existing waste reduction policy framework by expanding recycling opportunities to California’s businesses and apartment buildings, developing a blueprint for diverting the material we send to landfills and incinerators, and spurring job creation.

California has led the nation in waste reduction and recycling.  We have developed an extensive material collection and recycling infrastructure which has helped divert materials from the landfill to recycling and composting and added over 125,000 jobs to our economy.  
Despite these achievements, California businesses and apartment buildings continue to dispose of millions of tons of recyclable materials each year. Large office buildings, for instance, divert only 7% of their waste, far lower than the statewide recycling rate and, similarly, we continue to dispose of very high quantities of some readily recyclable materials, like 98% of the food waste we generate.  Disposing these recyclable and compostable materials is a drag on California’s economy, a significant waste of energy, and contributes to climate change.
Unlike many other policies that require the development of new technologies or fuels, recycling has a proven track record of cost-effectively reducing greenhouse gases, conserving resources and creating jobs. For these reason, we urge your signature on AB 341.

Sincerely,

Name
