Assembly Member Betty Karnette
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0040

Re: AB 820 (Karnette) Polystyrene in State Facilities—Support 

Dear Assembly Member Betty Karnette:

I am writing in Support of AB 820, which would ban the use of expanded polystyrene food containers in state facilities.  

Expanded polystyrene (EPS, also referred to as foamed polystyrene or inaccurately as “Styrofoam”) is a problem material due to its unrecyclability, its lightweight nature, and its ability to persist for hundreds of years in the environment.  Several California cities have banned expanded polystyrene; AB 820 would ban the use of expanded polystyrene in state facilities.  Many economical alternatives to expanded polystyrene exist that are recyclable and/or are compostable.  By practicing environmentally responsible consumption and banning expanded polystyrene food packaging, state facilities would be present themselves as a model for California business.

No curbside program in California currently accepts expanded polystyrene.  That means virtually all of the 377,579 tons of polystyrene products produced in California annually is discarded.  Furthermore, due to its highly disposable nature—with a use-life of a few minutes or less—EPS is often littered.  Even when disposed of properly, its light weight means that it is easily blown from landfills and trash receptacles.   EPS is a principle component of litter and marine debris.  One California Department of Transportation study found that expanded polystyrene was the second most common type of litter found in storm drains after.  Much of the lightweight EPS seen blowing around our streets and open spaces will eventually enter the watershed and travel to the ocean.  The problem of marine debris is only getting worse—one study conducted by the Algalita Marine Research Foundation concluded that, in at least one area of the Pacific, microplastic particles outweighed plankton by a factor of six!

The majority of oceanic debris is plastics from urban runoff, according to the California Coastal Coalition (CCC) and EPS is a major component of that urban runoff, according to beach-deposited marine debris counts conducted by the CCC.  Floating EPS will follow ocean currents, where they can be consumed by birds and other wildlife.  According to the CCC, nearly 1 million seabirds, 100,000 marine mammals, and countless fish have died due to starvation from ingesting marine debris.  Furthermore, expanded polystyrene waste creates a fiscal burden for local governments, which are mandated to clean it up.  Southern California cities affected by Total Maximum Daily Loads for Trash—which have spent hundreds of millions of dollars cleaning up impaired waterways like the LA River—are especially affected by EPS waste. Overall, the California Ocean Protection Council has estimated that the total cost of cleaning up marine debris—of which foamed plastics are a principle component—may very well push the $1 billion mark.
California should set an example by banning this problem material from its state facilities.
Sincerely, (Please FAX a copy of your letter to CAW (916) 443-3912 and we will hand deliver your letter)
