<Put on your letterhead>

September 14, 2009

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Please Fax to CAW and we will Hand-Deliver your Letter. FAX: (916) 443-3912.

RE: AB 1173 (Huffman) Fluorescent Lamp Recycling - Support

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

<Organization>  urge your signature on AB 1173 by Assembly Member Jared Huffman, a measure that is aimed at substantially reducing mercury emissions from residential fluorescent lighting through market-based source reduction and recycling incentives. 

AB 1173 would restrict payment of ratepayer derived Energy Efficiency Investment Funds (EE Funds) for fluorescent lamp ‘prebates’ to only those entities that demonstrate the following conditions are met: 

1)
Lamps meet the latest Energy Star Standards for lamp life criteria;

2)
Lamps that have 4mg of mercury or less;

3)
Labeling on CFL subsidized packaging about proper disposal and recycling; and

4)
Implementation of residential fluorescent lamp recycling program.

Since 1999, Investor Owned Utilities and Municipal Owned Utilities have been utilizing ratepayer derived EE Funds to provide ‘pre-bates’ to fluorescent lamp manufacturers and distributors in order to buy down the purchase price of CFLs sold at retail.  Last year, the utilities spent approximately $60 million collectively to buy down the price of an estimated 48 million lamps as part of this Upstream Lighting Program. The utilities have proposed spending about $50 million annually to subsidize fluorescent lamp purchases for the next 3 years.

Fluorescent lights, recognized for their substantial energy savings and GHG reduction potential compared to incandescent lighting, contain small amounts of toxic mercury and the public is prohibited from disposing of them in the solid waste stream.

However, due to a lack of incentives and opportunities, efforts to increase the safe management and recycling of fluorescent lamps are failing. More than 90% of lamps continue to be improperly and illegally disposed by consumers who lack awareness and opportunity to recycle.  Over the next 3 years alone, residential consumers will have to discard an estimated 60 million used fluorescent lamps.  It is essential to support a convenient recycling system. 

We strongly urge your signature on this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

<Name, Title, Organization>

