September 7, 2010

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California
Attn: Legislative Affairs – Request for Signature
State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: 916-558-3177
RE:
AB 2398 (Speaker Perez) Carpet Product Stewardship – Support

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

[Name of organization] urge your signature on AB 2398 by Assembly Member John Perez, a measure that establishes a statewide carpet stewardship program for post-consumer carpet.
Carpet is a significant waste problem because it comprises 3.2% of all waste disposed in California and is bulky and difficult to manage at landfills. Further, because carpet is made primarily from petroleum, it has a large greenhouse gas footprint.

AB 2398 will establish a program-funded and operated by the private sector with limited governmental involvement, thereby saving money for state and local government.  AB 2398 will create a level playing field for all carpet manufacturers.
California carpet recyclers have the capacity recover and recycle more carpet . If this bill becomes law, it will provide stability to the recycling industry, increase the recycling efforts in the state, and create new green jobs. This measure will also create increased demand for recycled carpet products in California by increasing the state’s recycled content requirement for carpet bought by the state. 
This bill would significantly reduce the environmental impacts of carpet, as well as reduce volume to landfills and create jobs in recycling. 

The bill is supported by California carpet manufacturers, Carpet Recycling Institute, carpet recyclers, retailers, local governments and environmental groups.

We strongly urge your signature on this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

[Name]
CC:
John Moffatt, Deputy Legislative Secretary


Assembly Member John Perez


Margo Reid-Brown, Director of CalRecycle

