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August 18, 2007
Richard Bode
Chief, Emission Inventory Branch
California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Mandatory Reporting for Solid Waste Landfills
Dear Mr. Bode:

Californians Against Waste strongly urges you to reconsider your decision to exclude landfills from the first group of industries required to report under AB 32 Mandatory Reporting. The decision to exclude landfills will negatively impact both future mandatory reporting and other climate change programs, such as the greenhouse gas inventory. 

The ARB staff has indicated that the major reason for not including landfills in mandatory reporting is that there isn’t enough certainty about landfill emissions to establish a reporting protocol. This uncertainty could be greatly reduced by requiring the landfills to report information about the distribution and characterization of waste-in-place and landfill gas collection systems. The specific information that would help improve landfill methane emission estimates can be found in our May 18th letter (attached). By requiring the reporting of these detailed operational characteristics, the ARB would be able to adopt a much more accurate fugitive methane protocol in the near future.

Besides improving the level of certainty in the reporting protocol, this information would also serve to substantially improve the greenhouse gas inventory. Currently, the inventory is relying on the faulty assumption that 75% of the gas generated at landfills is captured by the landfill gas control system. The capture efficiency does not take into account the time that waste at landfills is not under the complete influence of the system, which could mean that actual fugitive emissions are much higher than previously estimated. By requiring landfills to report some basic operational information, the ARB would be able to apply much better data inputs to its emissions modeling.

We strongly urge you to include solid waste landfills in the first group of industries required to report under Mandatory Reporting. Given that methane has a global warming potential of 23, the state can’t afford not to determine the true climate change impact of landfills.
Sincerely,
Scott Smithline

Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs
cc:
Margo Brown, Chair, CIWMB

Eileen Tutt, Assistant Secretary for Climate Change Activities, Cal/EPA 
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