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921 11th Street, Suite 420 ● SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 ● (916) 443-5422  FAX: (916) 443-3912 ● www.cawrecycles.org
April 3, 2007

Assembly Member Lloyd Levine, Chair

Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee

California State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1109 (Huffman) Lighting Energy Efficiency & Pollution Reduction – Support

Dear Assembly Member Levine,

We urge your support of Assembly Bill 1109 by Assembly Member Jared Huffman, which would develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to increase the energy efficiency and reduce the pollution associated with current lighting technology. 
The environmental and economic consequences of our lighting choices are enormous and according to the US Department of Energy, lighting consumes 22 percent of generated electricity in the US and therefore responsible for the resulting energy costs and emissions therein. Energy efficiency experts in government, industry and in the environmental community have independently determined that significant energy efficiency gains can be realized using advanced lighting technologies.
AB 1109 will help facilitate this transition by directing the California Energy Commission (CEC) to develop and implement strategies for meeting lighting energy efficiency goals of 50% for residential lighting and 25 percent for commercial and outdoor lighting by 2018. These goals are consistent with, though appropriately more aggressive than, the Department of Energy’s goal of:

…developing and demonstrating energy-efficient, high-quality, long-lasting lighting technologies by 2025 that have the technical capability of illuminating buildings using 50 percent less electricity compared to technologies in 2005.

AB 1109 proposes, as the primary tool for achieving these efficiency goals, to direct the CEC to expand their existing authority for establishing energy efficiency standards for appliances to include virtually all lighting products. Through an open and public rulemaking process, the CEC will develop and establish a schedule of lumen per watt efficiency standards for various lighting categories over the next ten years. 
Additionally, AB 1109 proposes to have California government agencies lead the way to energy efficiency by directing the Department of General Services to transition to more efficient lighting systems within two years of the standards being established.
California consumers, businesses and government currently pay more than $6.3 billion annually in energy costs for lighting. Using currently available lighting technologies, California has the potential to reduce this energy bill by 2 to 3 billion dollars annually.
In addition to monetary savings for rate payers, reducing energy demand will eliminate the associated pollution, including SOX, NOX, CO2 and Mercury emissions from coal-fired and other energy plants. A preliminary analysis suggest that achievement of the AB 1109 energy efficiency goals can reduce CO2 (GHG) emissions by more than 6,000,000 tons, and emissions of mercury by 175-200 lbs annually.

Many lighting products, including energy efficient fluorescent lamps, contain mercury and other toxic materials. Mercury levels vary significantly by lamp manufacturer, and range from a low of 2.2 mgs to as much as 15 mgs in 12 foot tubes. 

California law already prohibits the disposal of lighting devices containing toxic materials, but consumers lack sufficient information and opportunities to properly and safely manage these devices at end-of-life.

AB 1109 proposes to address this problem by: 
1) Capping mercury and lead levels in fluorescent, incandescent, and other lighting technologies. It is the intent of the author that these caps mirror requirements already enacted under the European Union RoHS agreement. This approach is consistent with legislation adopted by the Assembly last year in AB 2202 (Saldaña).

2) Requiring manufacturers to help establish a free and convenient infrastructure for the recycling of hazardous lighting devices. This approach is consistent with responsibilities under existing California law for retailers of cell phones, rechargeable batteries, and plastic bags.

AB 1109 proposes a comprehensive and thoughtful approach to energy conservation and pollution reduction for lighting. By taking this step, California can conserve resources and protect the environment in this state as well as creating a model for other state’s and the nation.
We urge your support of this important measure when it is heard in the Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee. 
Sincerely,
Mark Murray

Executive Director

cc. Members, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee

