September 7, 2010

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California

Attn: Legislative Affairs – Request for Signature

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: 916-558-3177
RE:
AB 1343 (Assembly Member Huffman) Paint Product Stewardship – Support

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The City/County/Organization urge your signature on AB 1343 by Assembly Member Huffman, a measure that establishes a statewide paint stewardship program. The post-consumer paint recovery program also includes public education and outreach. 
Both latex and oil-based paints are deemed hazardous waste in California, making their disposal in the solid waste stream prohibited.  Improperly disposed paint can contaminate groundwater, and harm fish and other aquatic life. 
Paint is the single largest waste stream managed by local government household hazardous waste programs, representing 30-50% of our waste load, and costing millions of dollars annually in taxes and refuse rates. [Your City/County’s volume and cost, if applicable.]
AB 1343 will reduce the financial burden on local governments and protect the environment by requiring manufacturers to take responsibility for establishing and financing a safe and reliable system for the recovery and proper management of leftover paint generated by consumers in this state. An industry-run program using a market based approach will be more efficient and cost-effective than multiple county-level programs.
The bill is supported by American Coatings Association and the California Paint Council because this paint model has gone through a multi-stakeholder national discussion for the last few years, and has been successfully implemented in Oregon. 

The bill also has broad support from the California Retailers Association, recyclers, local governments, and environmental groups.

For these reason, we urge your signature on AB 1343.

Sincerely,

[Name ] 
CC:
Susan Kennedy, Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor

John Moffatt, Deputy Legislative Secretary


Assembly Member Jared Huffman


Margo Reid-Brown, Director of CalRecycle

