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November 30, 2007

Linda Murchison

Division Chief, Planning & Technical Support Division

California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Landfill Sector Mandatory Reporting 

Dear Ms. Murchison:

We write to emphasize the importance of including landfills in the AB 32 Mandatory Reporting requirements as soon as possible.  We are concerned that despite repeated testimonial from ARB, CIWMB, and CCAR staff that there is a lack of available data regarding fugitive emissions form landfill sources, there is still no plan to address this obvious data gap. In order to address this issue and ensure timely implementation of AB 32, we urge you to move ahead aggressively next year to adopt mandatory reporting requirements from landfills, and to develop a methodology to measure fugitive landfill emissions. 
We encourage ARB to require the landfill industry to report information about the distribution and characterization of waste-in-place and landfill gas collection systems. The reporting of basic operational information identified by the CIWMB and augmented by Californians Against Waste in the attached letter
 would go a long way towards filling the current gaps in knowledge about landfill emissions. This information would allow the ARB to refine fugitive emissions models (including the CEC/CIWMB study) and substantially increase the accuracy of the emissions inventory. Even if the ARB decides to put off the fugitive emission reporting until better methodologies exist, there is no justification for delaying the reporting of this basic data.

The primary reason cited for the delay in reporting fugitive emissions is that a CEC/CIWMB study is underway to improve fugitive emission models.  This study, however, is based on a technology (flux chambers) with limited application to California’s landfills and will not ultimately yield methodologies with acceptable levels of certainty or significantly improve our understanding of fugitive emissions from landfills. We strongly recommend ARB work with the EPA to further develop their recommended Optical Remote Sensing methodologies for 

measuring fugitive emissions from open area sources. (CAW’s detailed letter on this issue
, EPA’s assessment of the technology
, and EPA’s ORS methodology
 are attached.)  

Failure to include landfills from Mandatory Reporting requirements will negatively impact both future reporting and other climate change programs, such as the Emissions Inventory and the creation of critical GHG reporting protocols. While we understand the staff’s concerns regarding lack of staff resources and high levels of uncertainty regarding existing fugitive emission models, we believe this underscores the need for adopting mandatory reporting for landfills as soon as possible. Given the immense climate forcing potential of methane, the state can not afford to not quantify the greenhouse gas impact of this industry.
Sincerely,
Scott Smithline
Peter Miller

Californians Against Waste 
Natural Resources Defense Council

Timothy O’Connor
Bill Magavern
Environmental Defense
Sierra Club California
cc:
Members, California Air Resources Board

Members, California Integrated Waste Management Board
Richard Bode, Chief, Emission Inventory Branch, ARB
Doug Thompson, Manager, Climate Change Reporting Section, ARB
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