September 21, 2011

The Honorable Edmund “Jerry” Brown

Governor of California

Attn: Legislative Affairs – Request for Signature

State Capitol Building, Suite 1173

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  AB 1149 (Gordon) CA Plastic Recycling - SUPPORT 

Dear Governor Brown: 

I urge you to sign AB 1149 (Gordon), a measure that encourages existing California-based processors and product manufacturers to utilize recycled plastic in-state, thereby reducing pollution and waste, and increase jobs and economic opportunity in California. 
California’s Plastic Market Development program (PMD) is a proven job creator. In the last 5 years, these market-based incentives have succeeded in substantially increasing California-based processing and manufacturing of recycled plastic, spurring private investment and jobs. The program supports 18-20 California companies employing more than 750 people. The incentives to processors help offset transportation and labor advantages of overseas competitors, and stimulate investment in expanded capacity. Prior to this program, upwards of 90% of plastic bottles were shipped overseas for recycling. The manufacturer incentives provide market-based support by lowering the cost of using recycled feedstock (rather than virgin).

In addition to the economic benefit, using recycled plastic in manufacturing conserves resources, saves energy and substantially reduces Greenhouse gas emission—recycled PET has 71% less greenhouse gas emissions compared to virgin resin; and HDPE results in 67% fewer greenhouse gas emissions than using virgin resin. 

AB 1149 insures that plastic bottles recycled in California stay in California for processing and remanufacturing.  This program helps to close the loop on plastic beverage container recycling, while growing California jobs.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge your signature on AB 1149.  

Sincerely,

Name
