October 07, 2009

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Please Fax to CAW and we will Hand-Deliver your Letter. FAX: (916) 443-3912.

RE: SB 546 ( Lowenthal) Used Oil Recycling -  Support
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am writing to request your signature on SB 546 (Lowenthal),  a measure which will support and increase the recycling and re-refining of used motor oil in California.

California generates more than 100 million gallons of used motor oil annually. Currently, only 10% of that used oil is recycled to produce rerefined lubricants in California—its highest and best use.  Most is burned as polluting ‘bunker fuel’ out of state or used as a low value additive in asphalt flux and marine diesel fuel.  SB 546 would update incentives in the state’s Used Oil program to redirect used motor oil from burning by establishing front-end and back-end financial incentives for re-refined oil. The additional incentive would encourage the development of expanded capacity for re-refining used oil.

Re-refined motor oil has been determined by the Lawrence Livermore National Lab, California Integrated Waste Management Board and the U.S. Department of Energy to be the highest and best use of used oil as it conserves the crude oil supply by re-using the motor oil rather than having to extract additional crude oil from diminishing domestic supplies or importing additional crude oil from foreign countries. One gallon of re-refined used motor oil will produce 2.5 quarts of lubricating oil. On the other hand, it takes 42 gallons of crude oil to produce the same amount of oil.  Rerefining used oil is a closed loop system that provides the greatest measure of energy savings, greenhouse gas emissions reduction, environmental protection, and sustainability.

This bill would also streamline the process for recycling grants, and generally, bring program revenues and expenditures back into balance.

I strongly urge your signature on this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

<Name, Address >

