(Feel free to put on your letterhead and amend)

May 3, 2007
Assembly Member Jared Huffman
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX: (916) 319-2106
RE: AB 1109 (Huffman) Lighting Energy Efficiency & Pollution Reduction Recycling — Support
Dear Assembly Member Jared Huffman:
I am writing in support of Assembly Bill 1109, which would develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to increase the energy efficiency and reduce the pollution associated with current lighting technology. 

The environmental and economic consequences of our lighting choices are enormous. According to the US Department of Energy, lighting consumes 22 percent of generated electricity in the US and therefore responsible for the resulting energy costs and emissions therein. Energy efficiency experts in government, industry and in the environmental community have independently determined that significant energy efficiency gains can be realized using advanced lighting technologies.  AB 1109 will help facilitate this transition by directing the California Energy Commission (CEC) to develop and implement strategies for meeting lighting energy efficiency goals of 50% for residential lighting and 25 percent for commercial and outdoor lighting by 2018.  

California consumers, businesses and government currently pay more than $6.3 billion annually in energy costs for lighting. Using currently available lighting technologies, California has the potential to reduce this energy bill by 2 to 3 billion dollars annually.

In addition to monetary savings for rate payers, reducing energy demand will eliminate the associated pollution, including SOX, NOX, CO2 and Mercury emissions from coal-fired and other energy plants. A preliminary analysis suggest that achievement of the AB 1109 energy efficiency goals can reduce CO2 (GHG) emissions by more than 6,000,000 tons, and emissions of mercury by 175-200 lbs annually.  Additionally, AB 1109 addresses the issue of the safe disposal of lighting units by requiring manufacturers to help establish a free and convenient infrastructure for the recycling of hazardous lighting devices as well as capping mercury and lead levels in fluorescent, incandescent, and other lighting technologies.
AB 1109 proposes a comprehensive and thoughtful approach to energy conservation and pollution reduction for lighting. By taking this step, California can conserve resources and protect the environment in this state as well as creating a model for other state’s and the nation.  I am in strong support.

Sincerely, 
(Please FAX a copy of your signed letter to Californians Against Waste (916) 443-3912 for our records.)
