AB 1329 (Brownley)
Polyvinyl Chloride Packaging phase-out

Fact Sheet
PURPOSE

PVC (plastic #3) packaging contaminates California’s recycling stream.  PVC packaging is nonrecyclable and it prevents the recycling of other plastics.  PVC packaging is associated with high levels of multiple toxins in manufacturing, as packaging, and as solid waste and litter.  These toxins pose a threat to human and environmental health.  PVC packaging can also be difficult and dangerous to open.  Safe, cost-effective, recyclable alternatives to PVC are readily available for virtually every use.  
SUMMARY

AB 1329 would phase out PVC containers by 2014 in applications that contaminate the recycling stream, including throw-away packaging for retail products intended to be discarded after opening like clamshells and bags. The bill does NOT affect packaging used for long-term storage of products like chemicals.
EXISTING LAW

The use of certain phthalates is currently restricted in children’s PVC toys (AB 1108, Ma, 2006).  Current law also restricts the use certain toxic chemicals in plastic packaging (AB 455, Chu, 2003).  San Francisco and Berkeley require reductions in dioxin emissions and call for the reduction of vinyl chloride use.  The use of PVC packaging is banned, or is being phased out, in several European countries, including Sweden and the Czech Republic.
BACKGROUND

PVC containers are a costly contaminant to recycling.  PVC looks identical to recyclable plastic containers, like PET (plastic #1), but ruin them if present in the recycling stream. Just 1 PVC bottle can destroy a batch of thousands of PET bottles.  PVC ruins recyclable plastic because it is made with chlorine.  Because of this chlorine, PVC is emits deadly dioxins when combusted and contains toxic additives, like phthalates, lead, and cadmium.  Many retailers are already phasing out PVC containers for cost-comparable, recyclable PET plastic containers or other packaging—this bill will create an even playing field.
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