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September 24, 2007
Alberto Ayala
Climate Change Mitigation & Emissions Branch
California Air Resources Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Expanded List of Early Actions
Dear Mr. Ayala:

Californians Against Waste supports the ARB’s efforts in strengthening the list of Early Action Measures and we are very pleased to see some of the additions to this list. Specifically, we are very encouraged to see items 9 (local government GHG protocol) and 10 (business GHG guidance) scheduled for urgent implementation. Both local governments and business offer unique opportunities for very robust and cost-effective greenhouse gas reductions, especially in the areas of energy efficiency and solid waste reduction. We look forward to working with ARB staff to refine these measures as they move forward.
We were also very encouraged to see item 31 (“collaborative research on GHG reductions from nitrogen land application”) added to the list of early actions, but we were disappointed to see that it is not scheduled for implementation until the 4th quarter of 2010. This research into potential reductions from agricultural nitrogen application is needed soon to ensure that this study can be done collaboratively with other research that is currently being undertaken in this area. The CIWMB, for instance, is currently funding a lifecycle assessment of compost that could substantially build on the ARB’s research, and there is also significant research in this field underway at UC Davis. The ARB could maximize its effectiveness by partnering with these other entities, and the Board should not wait until the end of the 2010 to implement this much-needed early action.
By addressing businesses, local governments, and agriculture, measures 9, 10, and 31 would begin to deal with some of the state’s most important areas for greenhouse gas reductions, and we strongly urge their adoption. We look forward to working with the ARB on an ongoing basis to provide input on the rule-making and implementation of these measures.
Sincerely,
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Scott Smithline

Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs
cc:
Michael Scheible, Deputy Executive Officer 
Chuck Shulock, Office of Climate Change

Edie Chang, Program Planning & Management Branch


Michael Robert, Research & Economic Studies Branch

Dr. Tao Huai, Climate Change Mitigation & Emissions Branch

