Assembly Member Noreen Evans, Chair

Budget Conference Committee

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
Via Fax: (916) 319-2199

Senator Denise Ducheny, Vice Chair

Budget Conference Committee

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
Via Fax: (916) 323-8386

RE: Department of Finance Beverage Container Recycling Proposal – Oppose

Dear Assembler Member Evans and Senator Ducheny,

We urge you to reject the recent proposal by the Department of Finance to make unnecessary and short-sighted cuts to recycling funding under California’s Beverage Container Recycling Program, with no benefit to the State’s General Fund.

The objectives of the Department proposal can better be achieved by reprioritizing expenditures to strengthen recycling and reduce administrative costs, while bringing new containers under the program.

The Department proposal would reduce expenditures for local governments, non-profits and private recyclers by $120 million annually, including the elimination of almost $40 in market-based payments to recyclers.  These cuts are unnecessary and short-sighted. By cutting and/or eliminating the very programs that have helped bring about the record growth in recycling, the end result will be more litter and waste and higher local disposal costs and ratepayer fees.

As an alternative, we join with local governments, recyclers and environmental groups in supporting a proposal to maintain core recycling program priorities, while closing loopholes and extending the successful recycling incentives to additional containers. This proposal will reprioritize expenditures to strengthen recycling while balancing revenues and expenditures. This alternative is completely self-funded and will not require any General Fund payments or transfers. 

We urge that you take this opportunity to strengthen recycling by adopting the joint-CAW proposal.

Sincerely,

c.c. Members, Budget Conference Committee
