<Put on your letterhead>
September 14, 2009

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Please Fax to CAW and we will Hand-Deliver your Letter. FAX: (916) 443-3912.
RE: SB 402 (Wolk) Preserving Bottle Bill Jobs and Infrastructure – Support

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

<Organization> urges you to sign Senate Bill 402 by Senator Lois Wolk, which will preserve California’s successful Bottle Bill recycling infrastructure, along with its thousands of recycling jobs, and will increase beverage container recycling.

California's successful Beverage Container Recycling Program is under threat by significant cuts to core elements of the program.  Due to the imbalance in the Beverage Container Recycling Fund, the Department of Conservation was forced to cut $131 million in core recycling funding for local governments, local conservation corps, curbside recycling, and recycling market development and other performance-based incentives for recycling.

These and other cuts endanger thousands of recycling jobs and threaten consumers’ ability to conveniently recycle their beverage containers.  SB 402 will maintain thousands of recycling jobs and will strengthen California’s recycling infrastructure.  SB 402 relies on a combination of additional revenue obtained from an expansion of covered containers, among other measures, along with cuts in the form of a prioritization of Bottle Bill payments.
SB 402 is a measured and thoughtful solution to the imbalance in the Beverage Container Recycling Fund that was a result of a wide-reaching consensus among stakeholders on the need for reform, and received bipartisan support in the Legislature.  Without SB 402, thousands of green recycling jobs will be at risk, along with core components of the nation’s most successful Bottle Bill.  I urge your signature on this important measure. 
Sincerely,

<Name, Title, Organization>
