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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA JIFFY LUBE SERVICE CENTERS PARTNER WITH CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO EXPAND RECYCLING LOCATIONS FOR HOUSEHOLD BATTERIES

Twenty-Eight Stores in LA and the Surrounding Area will Participate in the Program 
Los Angeles (November 13, 2007) – More than 900,000 household batteries are improperly disposed of each year in Los Angeles, leaking chemicals that contaminate our air, water and even our food.
  To expand consumer access to approved recycling drop-off points, Los Angeles-area Jiffy Lube franchisees announced today a partnership with the City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (DPW) to add collection containers at 28 stores.

 “We all need to do our part to help keep LA's air and water clean and safe.  Recycling household batteries is an easy way to help clean up our environment and now Jiffy Lube is helping to make it easier to do that in the City of Los Angeles,” said City Council President Eric Garcetti.  
Each participating Jiffy Lube location will display a white container in which residents can place AA, AAA, C cells, D cells and button batteries (hearing aid and watch batteries).  The batteries will be picked up by the DPW and recycled.  

“Jiffy Lube collects more used oil than any company in North America – approximately 450 gallons every week at each of our stores in LA alone, so offering our customers the convenience of recycling their household batteries is our natural extension of our mission to be a good community partner,” said Robert Curry, president of the Jiffy Lube Southern California Cooperative and owner of eight participating stores.

The program is expected to reach more than two million people through Jiffy Lube in-store communications alone.  Additionally, the DPW will provide information through their monthly, mobile drop-off facilities.

“We’re excited that Jiffy Lube has opened its doors to the City’s recycling effort, becoming our first corporate partner to offer collection for household batteries,” said Board of Public Works Commissioner Ernest Cárdenas. “We want to continue to get the word out that batteries need to be taken to an approved drop-off facility. Tossing batteries in the trash is harmful to the environment, and it’s illegal.”
 “The Department of Public Works Bureau of Sanitation currently operates six permanent drop-off facilities for household hazardous waste and used oil in the city of Los Angeles,” said Enrique C. Zaldivar, interim director for the Bureau of Sanitation.  “We’re always looking for partners to help us increase access to recycling points and it’s great that Jiffy Lube is giving us another 28 locations to which we can direct people to conveniently recycle their batteries and used motor oil.”

Jiffy Lube hopes to expand the program next year throughout LA County.  More information and a complete list of participating stores can be found at www.jiffylubela.com or by calling the DPW hotline at 1-800-98-TOXIC.
About Jiffy Lube

Jiffy Lube, with more than 2,200 service centers in North America, serves approximately 27.5 million customers each year. Jiffy Lube pioneered the fast oil change industry in 1979 by establishing the first drive-through service bay, providing customers with fast professional service for their vehicles. Headquartered in Houston, Jiffy Lube International is a wholly owned, indirect subsidiary of Shell Oil Company. Visit www.jiffylube.com to learn more about Jiffy Lube and vehicle care.

About DPW

The City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, the City’s third largest municipal division, is responsible for the construction, renovation, and operation of public projects such as municipal buildings, streets, bridges, street lights, water treatment plants, sewers and sidewalks, and provides essential public services like recycling and solid waste management.  
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