Quantifying the Benefits of California’s 2007 Record Beverage Container Recycling Effort

· A record 14.7 billion beverage containers were recycled in California in 2007—that’s 1.5 billion more than in 2006, and a 50% increase (5 billion more containers) over 2003 levels. 
· Californians recycled 122,000 tons of aluminum; 616,000 tons of glass; and 185,000 tons of plastic beverage containers in 2007.
· No other state comes close to California’s beverage container recycling volume.
· California’s Container Recycling Law is annually diverting nearly one million tons of litter and waste from disposal.
· The utilization of all this recycled aluminum, glass and plastic in new products and packaging means significant resource conservation and energy savings, and a reduction in pollution—including Green House Gas emissions.
· High recycling levels in 2007 were responsible for:

· reducing atmospheric CO2 emissions by over 2 million tons
· reducing other toxic air pollutants by over 1 million tons

· reducing water pollution by almost 5 thousand tons

· saving enough energy to power roughly 400,000 homes for one year
· Overall, California’s recycled 67% of beverage containers sold. That’s up from 60% in 2005 and 2006. 
· The boost in recycling levels in 2007 is attributed to increased public concern for the environment; growing awareness of the role of recycling in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and new incentives for recycling, including an increase in the consumer refund value from 4 cents to 5 cents on January 1, 2007.
· In 2006, the legislature enacted AB 3056 (Hancock), which implemented an array of Container Recycling Law program reforms and updates aimed at increasing opportunities, incentives and demand for recycling in California. 
· AB 3056 (Hancock) Program Reforms and Updates included:
1) Increasing Consumer Refund Values from 4 cents to 5 cents (10 cents on containers 24 ounces and larger);

2) Increasing incentives for recyclers to provide clean, color sorted materials to end-users;

3) Increasing incentives for beverage producers to promote increased recycling and utilize container types with high recycling rates.

4) Increase incentives for end-users to utilized California generated recycled beverage container material in the manufacturer of new products.
· The 67% recycling rate in 2007 represents the highest recycling rate since the program was expanded in 2000 to include virtually all beverage containers.
· While the number of beverage containers recycled has increased steadily since the California Container Recycling Law was implemented in 1988, the overall percentage rate of containers recycled peaked at 82% in 1992. 
· In 1992, 3 of every 4 beverages were packaged in aluminum cans, which were recycled at an 85% rate. Today, nearly as many beverages are sold in plastic as aluminum, and the recycling rate for plastic remains relatively low at less than 60%. By comparison, 80% of aluminum cans and 65% of glass bottles are currently being recycled.
· Just over 80% of recycled beverage containers in California are returned directly by consumers for cash or donated to schools, churches and other non-profits.
· Roughly 14% of recycled beverage containers are collected via curbside recycling programs. The Container Recycling Law has become a critical source of funding for the State’s curbside recycling efforts. In 2007, the Container Recycling Law provided more than $160 million in revenue to curbside programs, substantially offsetting local government and ratepayer costs.
· 100,000 tons more containers were recycled in 2007 than in 2006—a jump from 830,000 tons in 2006 to 930,000 tons in 2007.
· Recycling of all materials increased: Aluminum achieved an 80% recycling level in 2007, up from 72% in 2006.  Glass increased to 63% from 59%; PET increased to 56% from 47%; HDPE increased to 65% from 59%.
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