Senator Joe Simitian
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0040

Re: SB 898 (Simitian) Marine Debris Abatement and Clean Up—Support
Dear Senator Joe Simitian:

I am writing in support of SB 898 which proposes a multi-tiered approach to the reduction, recycling and clean up of plastic and other waste materials that become marine debris.  

Marine debris is a mounting problem for our environment and for the local agencies, which have been mandated to clean it up.  According to the California Coastal Commission (CCC), 60-80% of plastics is land-based, the majority of which comes from urban runoff.  Local municipalities have been hard-pressed to cover the costs of litter clean up, especially Southern California communities that are affected by Total Maximum Daily Loads for Trash (TMDL) and have spent hundreds of millions of dollars cleaning the LA River and other impaired waterways.  The California Ocean Protection Council estimates that the total cost of marine debris for the state may push the $1 billion mark. Additionally, the CCC estimates that more than 1 million seabirds, 100,000 marine mammals, and countless fish have died as a result of ingesting marine debris.

The problem of marine debris is multi-faceted, and thus requires a multi-faceted solution.  SB 898 provides a technical clarification for last year’s AB 2211 (Karnette), legislation which provided the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) with the authority to utilize existing illegal dumping cleanup funds for the abatement and clean up solid waste illegally dumped in the storm drain systems.  In addition, we are supportive of the author’s amendments to expand the authority of the CIWMB to coordinate with state agencies to develop programs for the removal of derelict fishing gear and to improve waste management by vessel operators in marinas and harbors. Additionally, we are supporting a second author’s amendment to update the state’s 18 year-old California resin code to incorporate a new variety of compostable plastics made from corn called Polylactide.  Under the amendment PLA plastics will receive a “0” identification code.

SB 898 takes important, necessary actions to control this growing problem.
Sincerely,

(Please FAX a copy of your letter to CAW (916) 443-3912 and we will hand deliver your letter) 

