ARTICLE 31: To see if the Town will vote to amend the General By-laws by inserting the following
section Regarding the prohibition of single-use checkout plastic bags.

Article 1l
Falmouth Single-Use Plastic Bag Prohibition

§191-21 Purpose and Intent

The production and use of single-use plastic bags have significant impacts on the marine and land
environment of all coastal communitles, including by not limited to: contributing to the potential death of
marine and terrestrial animals through Ingestion and entanglement; contributing to pollution of the land
and coastal environment; clogging our storm drainage systems; creating a burden fo our solid waste
coilection and recycling efforts; and requiring the use of millions of barrels of non-renewable, polluting,
fossil fuel nationafly for thelr manufacture. Therefore, the Town of Falmouth seeks to phase out the use
of single-use plastic bags by all retail establishments over a period of 18 months from the effective date of

this bylaw.
The purpose of this legislation is to phase out the usage of single-use checkout bags by all retail

establishments and take-out restaurants in the Town of Falmouth.

§191-22 Definitions

“Establishment” means any business selling goods, articles, food or personal services to the public,
including take-out restaurants.

“Single-use plastic bags” means bags made of plastic, with integral handles, and thickness less than 2.5
mils, that are intended to be used for the transport of producls purchased at an Establishment as defined

herein.

*Reusable bag” means a bag that is specifically designed for multiple use and is made of cloth, fabric or
other durable materials.

§191-23 Use Regulations

Single-use plaslic bags shall not be distributed or sold at any Establishment within the Town of Falmouth.
Existing stock of single-use bags shall be phased out within eighteen months of adoption of this By-law;
any remaining stock shall be disposed of properly by the Establishment.

Customers are encouraged to bring their own reusable shopping bags to stores. Establishments may
provide reusable bags at no charge, or charge a fee of at least 10 cents for each paper or other bag, as
they so desire. Establishments are strongly encouraged to make reusable bags available for sale to

customers at a reasonable price.

Thin-film plastic bags used by Establishments to contain dry cleaning, newspapers, produce, meat, bulk
foods, wet items and other simifar merchandise, typically without handles, are exempt from the provisions

of this By-law.
§191-24 Administration and Enforcement

This By-law may be enforced by any Town police officer, enforcement officers or agents of the Board of
Health.

This By-law may be enforced through any fawful means in law or in equity, including, but not limited to,
non-criminal disposition pursuant to G.L. c. 40, §21D and appropriate chapter of the Town's General By-
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laws. If non-criminal disposition is elected, then any Establishment which violates any provision of this
by-law shall be subject to the following penalties:

First Offense: $50 fine
Second Offense: $100 fine
Third and subsequent Offense $200 fine

Subsequent offenses shall be determined as offenses occurring within two years of the date of the first
noticed offense. Each day or portion thereof shall constitute a separate offense. if more than one, each
condition viclated shall constitute a separate offense; or to take any other aclion relative thereto.

This amendment is requested by concerned citizens of Falmouth, Mass. On request of Don Mallinson.
RECOMMENDATION (Board of Selectmen): That the Town vote Article 31 as printed.

EXPLANATION: The enactment of this bylaw will reduce waste and litter by prohibiting single use piastic
bags. The bylaw accommodates commercial concerns by providing for an 18-month phase in period
allowing for supplies to be exhausted prior to implementation.

ARTICLE 32: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate or transfer from the Community Preservation
Fund a sum of money for the preservation and conservation of historic gravestones and monuments in
Oak Grove Cemetery; to determine how the same shall be raised and by whom expended, or do or take
any action on the matter. On request of the Community Preservation Committee.

RECOMMENDATION {Community Preservation Committee): That the Town vote to appropriate the
sum of $59,279 from FY 2015 Communily Preservation estimated revenues to Oak Grove Cemetery of
Falmouth, Inc. for the purpose of preservation and conservation of historic gravestones and monuments
in Oak Grove Cemetery; to be expended under the jurisdiction of the Community Preservation Committee

for the purposes of this article.

EXPLANATION: Project will preserve monuments and gravestones of 20 veterans of the War of 1812
and one veteran of the Revolutionary War and their families, which include nine obelisks, 86 headstones,
and 33 burial markers by a professional cemetery conservator in accordance with the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as required by the Community Preservation

Act.

The Finance Commiitee concurs with Article 32,

ARTICLE 33: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate or transfer from the Community Preservation
Fund a sum of money to rehabilitate two existing tennis courts at Swift Park, Blacksmith Shop Road in
Wesi Falmouth; to determine how the same shall be raised and by whom expended, or do or take any
action on the matter. On request of the Community Preservation Committee.

RECOMMENDATION (Community Preservation Committee): That the Town vote to appropriate the
sum of $ 185,744 from FY 2015 Community Preservation estimated revenues to replace two existing
tennis courts and perimeter fencing at Swift Park, Blacksmith Shop Road in West Falmouth; to be
expended under the jurisdiction of the Community Preservation Committee for the purposes of this article.

EXPLANATION: Project Includes removing two deteriorated tennis courts and fencing and installing two
new, post lensioned concrete tennis courts, nets, and biack viny! perimeter fencing. Falmouth Dept of
Public Works to landscape and install benches. Project is to be constructed in accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act and the Massachuselts Architeciural Access Board Rules and

Regulations.

The Finance Committee concurs with Article 33.

NOVEMBER 2014 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Page 12





