
 
Challenging Misleading Environmental Claims on Plastic 

Californians Against Waste Foundation 2016 Campaign Plan 

 

Objectives: 

 

 Find, challenge, remove and prevent false and misleading environmental claims in the market, 

using, where necessary, legal challenges and agency enforcement actions;  

 Help ensure that environmental marketing claims are as accurate, clear, and as easily understood 

by the general public as possible, in order to help rebuild trust and common perceptions of 

credibility associated with these types of claims; 

 Interact with entities involved with the enforcement, regulations, laws, and standards related to 

environmental claims, such as the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), California State 

Legislature, CalRecycle, and ASTM International, to assist and drive actions supporting and 

protecting policies and guidelines and providing for more truthful and meaningful claims. 

 

Summary of Scope: 

 

Since 2010, CAWF’s enforcement campaign has worked to remove the most egregious violations of our 

labeling law and other anti-greenwashing laws from the market, mostly associated with but not limited 

to “biodegradable” plastics. These are the same claims, products, and companies that have the potential 

to create the most environmental harm. CAWF has long been committed to protecting the environment 

and consumers through the safeguarding of existing regulations, guidelines, and standards, the 

prevention of weakened or misleading legislation, regulations, and standards, and the enforcement of 

such laws and guidelines. 

 

Strategy:  

 

 Target enforcement actions and removal of products and claims made by the most egregious 

offenders of CAW-sponsored environmental labeling law in California, and the FTC Green 

Guides in general.  

 Serve as a voice representing the public interest at ASTM International and, where feasible, 

during administrative and judicial enforcement cases.  

 Participate accordingly in the development and revision of relevant standards and guidelines in 

regulatory bodies and organizations such as the FTC and ASTM to influence and guide the 

development and introduction of guidelines and standards. 

 Raise awareness of the issue by working with other environmental partners and publicizing any 

enforcement actions with press releases and other public outreach to help the public: understand 

the labeling law and its purpose, better decipher common environmental claims and the 

difference between honest and dishonest claims, and recognize the environmental and economic 

costs of fraudulent labeling. 

 Track and oppose the introduction or proposed amendments to legislative, administrative and 

ASTM International policies that would weaken existing environmental claim laws (e.g., 

proposed ASTM Standard Specification on oxo-degradable plastics). 
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 Lead and aid in the development and pursuit of viable policies on related environmental claims, 

including those to address issues of claims that impact recycling and recycled products (e.g., 

oxo-degradable additives, shrink wrap film). 

 Coordinate efforts as part of the US Composting Council (USCC) Compostable Plastics Task 

Force to increase and expand policy tools to align with the California law and the USCC model 

labeling law.  

 

Code Sections to be Enforced: 

 

 FTC Green Guides (US Code Regulations, CFR Title 16, Part 260): Provides guidance on 

environmental marketing claims including “degradable”, “recyclable”, and “recycled content” 

claims.  

 CA Business and Professions Code Section 17580: Mandates the FTC Green Guides in the state 

of California. 

 CA Public Resources Code Section 42357: Prohibits any plastic product from being labeled 

“biodegradable” or similar, and requires products with “compostable” claims to meet ASTM 

D6400. 

 

Partners: 

 

This enforcement project continues to be an independent, CAWF-managed enforcement campaign, with 

ongoing collaboration with advising partners. The role of these partners, due to their level of hands-on 

and technical expertise in the manufacturing and advertising of such products, will be to: 

 advise the ongoing update of CAWF’s list of companies and products in violation of current law; 

 provide technical and scientific guidance on current issues that may impact recycling or 

composting facilities and processes, including additive based plastics and other new technologies 

as they arise; 

 coordinate with CAWF on strategy before relevant ASTM International votes and meetings as 

needed; and 

 issue joint press releases and coordinate messaging with CAWF for public relations as needed. 

 

Breakdown of Activities 

 

Evidence Gathering, Outreach, and Third Party Assistance  

 Maintain working relationships and continue regular communications with the State Attorney 

General’s office, local district attorneys’ offices, FTC staff, local/state officials and agencies, and 

stakeholder groups for outreach, education, and enforcement actions on false and misleading 

claims.  

 Research and identify violators under existing law and guidelines, targeting the most harmful and 

widespread violations of environmental marketing law. Gather physical and electronic (website) 

evidence, document extent and location of violations, and determine any major distributors. 

 Research and identify violators under existing law, prioritizing the most detrimental violations. 

Products to include: 

 PET bottles, bags and other products 

 non-PET bottles, bags and other products 

 food service ware 

 pet waste disposal bags 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=5de11e010afaa51af478dbd337f0cad6&rgn=div5&view=text&node=16:1.0.1.2.24&idno=16
http://law.onecle.com/california/business/17580.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/public-resources/42357.html
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 office and packaging supplies 

 violators with seemingly false, misleading and/or unqualified claims of 

“recyclable” 

 reusable bags and other products with unqualified claims of postconsumer and 

“recycled material” content. 

 

 Continue to communicate these violations at regular intervals to key enforcement contacts at the 

AG office, local DA task force group, and FTC Complaint Counsel, demanding for the removal of 

noncompliant products unless claims can be proven. 

 Help inform the environmental community’s voice on the issue of greenwashed plastics. 

 Where opportunities arise, weigh in and provide assistance as necessary during adjudicative and 

judicial processes and cases.  

 Provide a non-competitive viewpoint in the public interest regarding the impact of false and 

misleading environmental claims. 

 

Legislative Advocacy and Participation in Standards Process 

 Continue to participate and vote as a member of ASTM International on revised and proposed 

Standard Specifications to ensure adopted standards are scientifically accurate and relevant. 

 Oppose and stop other proposed policies that seek to weaken California’s SB 567 or other labeling 

laws, regulations, and guides. 

 Collaborate on viable prospects with USCC members and other stakeholders for expanding the 

environmental labeling law into other states, and assist in modifying existing state laws to be 

more aligned with the California law.  

 

Public Outreach and Campaign Update  

  Prepare press releases as necessary to announce enforcement actions of interest, including      

  litigation, fines, rulings, and investigations or requests for evidence. 

   Outreach to policy makers, opinion leaders, manufacturers, distributors, purchasers, and the 

public about the threat posed by unchecked, false and misleading environmental marketing. 

Communicate through presentations, meetings, and publications or newsletters for both general 

and technical audiences. Utilize CAW webpage, press, and social media as additional outlets. 

 Develop and distribute annual update report documents for stakeholders. 

 

Lead Staff:  

 

 Nick Lapis is CAW's Legislative Coordinator and has been with the organization since 2007. 

As CAW's registered lobbyist, Nick has helped pass several landmark pieces of legislation. 

Nick also leads CAW's greenhouse gas efforts, and he has been an advocate for the 

development of strong recycling strategies at CalRecycle, the California Air Resources 

Board, and other agencies.  He will advise on campaign development and strategy, as well as 

represent CAW on ASTM, and advisory bodies such as the US Composting Counsel’s 

Compostable Plastics Taskforce. nicklapis@cawrecycles.org 

 Teresa Bui is CAW’s Legislative and Policy Analyst and has been with organization since 

2008. She has extensive experience dealing with plastics recycling, especially as it relates to 

the Bottle Bill program and the RPPC. She received her B.S. in Environmental Policy and 

mailto:nicklapis@cawrecycles.org
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Planning Analysis from the University of California, Davis. She is responsible for project 

development and day-to-day implementation.  teresabui@cawrecycles.org 

 

 Melissa Romero is CAW’s Policy Associate and is responsible for research, tracking and 

monitoring of egregious violations of environmental labeling laws. Melissa received her B.A. 

in Environmental Science and Policy at California State University, Long Beach. 

melissaromero@cawrecycles.org  

 

 Brendan Ward is CAW’s communication coordinator. He manages the website, handles 

communication for print and on-line publications, statewide communications projects, and 

messaging. He received his B.A in English Literature & Criticism from the University of 

California, Davis. brendanward@cawrecycles.org  
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