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AB 319 (Stone) 

Plastic Bottle Caps 

SUMMARY 

 
AB 319 seeks to reduce one of the most 
frequently littered items without any negative 
impacts to consumers and beverage 
manufactures that are associated with the 
banning of a product.   
 
The bill would require all single-use plastic 
bottles sold in California to have their lids 
tethered to the bottle by 2020. California can 
drastically reduce the number of these plastic 
items that end up in the environment by 
ensuring these caps remain attached to the 
bottle. This bill would not include single-use 
cups.  Consumers can still enjoy their drinks 
and beverage manufacturers can use the same 
plastic bottle, but without the impact to the 
environment.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Californians have made it very clear that 
reducing plastic pollution is an issue of 
importance. This was demonstrated with the 
approval of Proposition 67 in 2016 which 
protected California’s law to ban single-use 
plastic bags at most retailers. Of the many types 
of litter that end up in the ocean, plastic 
products have some of the most serious impacts 
on marine life. A study by the Convention on 
Biological Diversity found that 663 marine 
species have been impacted by marine plastic 
litter through entanglement and ingestion—a 
two-thirds increase in species from a similar 
study in 1998. The size and frequency of these 
plastic caps make them specifically dangerous 
to these seabird species.  
 
Plastic bottle caps are the 3rd most common 
item found in beach and river cleanups 
throughout the country. The Ocean 
Conservancy’s 2015 Coastal Cleanup Day 
produced over 200,000 plastic bottle caps in the 
Unites States alone. Over 800,000 were 
recovered worldwide.  

 
 
In addition to the negative impact to our 
environment plastic pollution adversely affects 
our economy.  A 2013 report commissioned by 
the Natural Defense Resources Council reported 
that California cities, towns, and taxpayers are 
shouldering $428 million per year in costs to 
stop litter from becoming pollution that harms 
the environment, tourism and other economic 

activity. 
 
 

EXISTING LAW 

 
California law requires a 75 percent recycling, 
composting or source reduction of solid waste 
by 2020 to decrease California’s reliance on 
landfills. In addition to these reductions, the 
California Refund Value (CRV) program for 
beverage containers boasts a 70% recycling rate 
of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles.   
 

SUPPORT 

 

 Algalita Marine Research Foundation 

 Audubon California 

 CG Roxane 

 California League of Conservation Voters 

 California Product Stewardship Council 

 California Resource Recovery Association 

 Californians Against Waste 

 CarbonLITE Industries 

 City and County of San Francisco 

 Clean River Alliance 

 Clean Water Action  

 Defenders of Wildlife 

 East Yard Communities for 

Environmental Justice 

 Environment California 



Office of Assemblymember Mark Stone, 29
th

 A.D.       Page 2 of 1 

 

 Environmental Working Group 

 Friends Committee on Legislation of 

California 

 Heal the Bay 

 Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy 

 Nasa Services 

 National Parks Conservation Association 

 Northern California Recycling Association 

 Oakland BBG 

 Plastic Pollution Coalition 

 Save the Albatross Coalition 

 Save the Bay 

 Seventh Generation Advisors 

 StopWaste 

 Surfrider Foundation 

 The Watershed Project 

 Upstream Policy 

 
OPPOSITION 

 

 American Beverage Association 

 CalAsian Chamber of Commerce 

 California Automatic Vendors Council 

 California Bottled Water Association 

 California Chamber of Commerce 

 California Grocers Association 

 California Independent Oil Marketers 

Association 

 California League of Food Processors 

 California Manufacturers & Technology 

Association 

 Grocery Manufacturers Association 

 International Franchise Association 

 Juice Products Association 

 National Federation of Independent 

Business 

 Plastic Recycling Corporation of 

California 

 Plastics Industry Association 

 San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact: Craig Scholer 
Office of Assemblymember Mark Stone 
(916) 319-2029 
Craig.scholer@asm.ca.gov 


