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PROBLEM  

Microplastics come in numerous forms, including 

clothing fibers, fragments from larger plastic items, 

and broken down pieces of polystyrene foam. As 

these tiny pieces of plastic enter the marine envi-

ronment, they are mistaken for food by wildlife, 

causing suffering and starvation. In addition, plas-

tics absorb persistent organic pollutants that move 

up the food chain when they are consumed by ma-

rine organisms that end up on human dinner plates. 

Plastics from clothing and consumer products are 

also creating added burdens to sanitation agencies 

that are unable to remove all of them before 

wastewater enters drinking sources. According to a 

report by Orb Media, 94% of tested U.S. tap water 

contained plastic microfibers, with the potential of 

also affecting food.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Recently, popular media as well as academic peer-

reviewed articles have put a spotlight on the grow-

ing amount of microplastic material being found in 

the marine environment. While early work indi-

cates that this could be an important emerging en-

vironmental concern, a great deal more work is 

necessary to provide the basis for a well-thought 

out approach for microplastics in the marine envi-

ronment. 

 

Microplastics are ubiquitous in our environment, 

yet there is insufficient data on standardized sam-

pling methods, sources and pathways to move for-

ward with a broad solution to the problem. The 

development of a comprehensive Microplastics 

Strategy is needed to adequately characterize the 

problem. 

 

It is the intent of this legislation to increase the un-

derstanding of the scale and risks of microplastic 

materials and microfibers on the marine environ-

ment. Before actions are taken to remedy the mi-

croplastic pollution problem, it is necessary to 

scope the issue so it can be approached scientifical-

ly and methodically, in particular as it relates to 

considering the potential solutions. 

 

SUMMARY 

This bill requires the Ocean Protection Council 

(OPC) to adopt and implement a statewide micro-

plastics strategy, by December 31, 2024, using 

funds from bonds or other sources, including from 

federal, state, academic, or other public or private 

entities.   

 

EXISTING LAW 

Existing law assigns, under the California Ocean 

Protection Act, the Ocean Protection Council 

(OPC) with various responsibilities relating to the 

protection and conservation of coastal and ocean 

resources. 

 

Existing law requires, under the California Safe 

Drinking Water Act, (SWRCB) to administer pro-

visions relating to public water systems and regu-

lates drinking water to protect public health, in-

cluding, among other things, adopting primary 

drinking water standards and maximum contami-

nant levels for contaminants in drinking water. 

 

SUPPORT 

California Association of Sanitation Agencies 

California Retailers Association 

County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 

California Municipal Utilities Association 

Californians Against Waste 

Clean Water Action 

Heal the Bay 

Surfrider Foundation 

Audubon California 

California Product Stewardship Council  

National Stewardship Action Council 

UPSTREAM 

Seventh Generation Advisors 

The Center for Oceanic Awareness, Research, and 

Education (COARE) 

The 5 Gyres Institute 

Plastic Pollution Coalition 

The Story of Stuff Project 

Heal the Bay 
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